
 

EXPERIMENTAL TREATMENTS, THERAPEUTIC SERVICES OR NON-
CLINICALLY PROVEN DEVICES1 

 
These changes are included in the Budget Trailer Bill.  They will be 
effective when the Budget is approved, unless the language is changed by 
the legislature. 
 
The Lanterman Act did not previously have specific law that stopped you or 
your family from obtaining experimental treatments such as nutritional 
supplements or procedures that had not yet been clinically or scientifically 
proven. 
 
How the Law Changed 
 
Starting July 1, 2009, regional centers cannot purchase experimental 
treatments, therapeutic services or devices that have not been clinically 
determined or scientifically proven to be effective or safe or where risks and 
complications are unknown.  Experimental treatments or therapeutic 
services include experimental medical or nutritional therapy when the use 
of the product for that purpose is not a general physician practice. 
 
If on July 1, 2009, you were receiving these services as part of your IPP or 
IFSP, then the requirement of this section does not apply to you until 
August 1, 2009. 
 

                                      
1
 The changes are part of the Budget Trailer Bill AB 45x3.   

You may find the law at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0001-
0050/abx3_45_bill_20090628_amended_asm_v98.html   
The changes in Experimental Treatment can be found in Welfare & Institutions Code, Section 4648(a) 
(15). 
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What Should I Do If the Regional Center Wants to Change My 
Services? 
 
If your regional center wants to suspend your services, it must hold an IPP 
meeting.2  At the IPP meeting, the regional center should tell you why it 
believes an  treatment is experimental.  If you have information about that 
shows why the treatment you are receiving has been proven to be  
effective, safe you should bring that information to your IPP.  Letters from 
your physician or other medical provider showing that the treatment is 
effective and safe would also be helpful.   
 
If after the IPP meeting, you do not agree with the regional center’s 
decision, the regional center must give you a written notice of its decision.  
The notice must be given 30 days before the change begins.3   
 
If you want to continue to receive the services, you must request a fair 
hearing.  If you want to continue to receive your current services, you must 
request a hearing within 10 days of receiving the notice.4  Otherwise the 
request must be made within 30 days.5  The procedures for Early Start and 
an IFSP are slightly different and are discussed in the fact sheet listed 
below. 
 
For important information on how to appeal decisions by the regional 
center, read our fact sheet, Due Process and Hearing Rights. 
 
 
 
 

                                      
2
 See Welfare & Institutions Code Section 4646.4(a)-(c). 

3
 See Welfare & Institutions Code Section 4710. 

4
 See Welfare & Institutions Code Section 4715. 

5
 See Welfare & Institutions Code Section 4710.5(a). 


